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INTRODUCTION

The Uganda Women Entrepreneurship 
Programme (UWEP) is an initiative of the 
Government of Uganda that is aimed at 
improving access to fi nancial services by 
Women and equipping them with skills 
for enterprise growth, value addition and 
marketing of their products and services. 
UWEP’s objective is to empower Ugandan 
Women for economic development.

The Programme is implemented under 
the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social 
Development. The Programme begun in the 
FY 2015-16  and was launched in February 
2018 by the Hon. Prime Minister of Uganda. 
The design and implementation of the 
Programme is based on the Community 
Demand-driven Development (CDD) model. 

PROGRAMME COMPONENTS

The Programme has the following three 
components:

a) Capacity and Skills Development 
Component

 The objective of this component is to 
strengthen the capacity of Women for 
entrepreneurship development. This 
component focuses on upgrading 
needs-based skills for Women to 
enable them initiate and manage 
enterprises. 

b) Women Enterprise Fund (WEF) 
Component

 The objective of this component is to 
provide aff ordable credit to Women 
groups for enterprise development 
through a revolving fund. The 
component facilitates Women groups 
with bankable proposals to access 

interest free loans. 

c) Institutional Support (IS) Component
 The objective of this component 

is to ensure eff ective and effi  cient 
Programme management and 
coordination at all levels. Under 
this component, the benefi ciaries 
receive basic training in book keeping, 
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team building, enterprise planning and implementation, 
entrepreneurship/ business skills and group dynamics.  In 
addition business counselling is provided to Women to enable 
them realize their potential. 

Prior to implementation, all the benefi ciaries receive basic training in 
the areas of fi nancial management, procurement, group dynamics, 
and entrepreneurship and life skills. Further still, appropriate follow-
up support by the relevant subject matter specialists is provided 
to all benefi ciaries to ensure successful implementation of their 
enterprises. 
Remarkable achievements have since been registered as indicated 
below:-

Projects Funding Status 

The status of fi nancing of women group projects as December, 31st 
2018 is as follows:

– Total number of projects fi nanced 8,247

– Total number of benefi ciaries 103,770

– Total Amount Disbursed to Projects 
(WEF)

UGX 46,947,750,583

– Total Institutional Support (IS) UGX. 28,984,864,154

– Gross Releases (WEF + IS) UGX 75,932,614,737

Summary of Disbursement by Financial Year as at 31ST 
December, 2018

FINANCIAL 
YEAR

NO OF 
PROJECTS

NO OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES

AMOUNT 
DISBURSED

% 
age

2015 - 16       94        1,222 456,011,300 1.0 

2016 - 17  2,318 29,544 12,016,510,093 25.6 

2017 - 18 3,660        45,862 20,975,577,595 44.7 

2018-19 2,175 27,142 13,499,651,595 28.8 

GRAND 
TOTAL

8,247 103,770 46,947,750,583 100.0 

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA ON BENEFICIARIES.

Demographic data on UWEP benefi ciaries is undertaken by analyzing 
a demographic data form fi lled in by the women expressing interest 
to access the fund.  So far data from 76,333 benefi ciary information 
was entered and analyzed by 31st October 2018. 

The fi ndings from this analysis reveal that whereas 103,770 women 
have benefi ted from UWEP to date, some benefi ciaries fall in multiple 
vulnerabilities. For example, one benefi ciary may be a Single Parent 
who dropped out of School and has some form of disability, hence, 
such a single benefi ciary will appear in three diff erent benefi ciary 
categories.  

Under UWEP, majority of the benefi ciaries; 58.87% never had an 
opportunity to attend formal education, followed by those who 

dropped out of primary school; 23.43%. The special needs categories 
include youth with disabilities (7.5%), Gender Based Violence 
Survivors; (16.2%); those living in slum areas; 7% and those living in 
hard to reach areas; 18.6%.

This implies that the Programme is achieving its target of reaching 
the most vulnerable women.

Summary of disbursement by sector as at 31ST December, 
2018

SECTOR  NO OF 
PROJECTS 

 NO OF 
WOMEN 

 AMOUNT 
DISBURSED 

%age

Wholesale and 
Retail Trade 

   3,667 47,030 20,401,214,356 43.5 

 Agriculture    2,931 36,820 16,032,392,540 34.1 

 Services      771     9,244 5,024,686,847 10.7 

 Industry     545      6,665 3,431,581,012 7.3 

Creative Industry       138 1,691 732,743,700 1.6 

Transportation        51   617 449,689,913 1.0 

Agro Industry 
(value addition) 

      62  737 446,964,105  1.0 

 Agro Forestry          69      823 344,334,510  0.7 

 ICT           13      143   84,143,600   0.2 

 Grand Total             8,247 103,770 46,947,750,583 100.0 

UWEP
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Recovery of Funds  

The repayment of the revolving fund is ongoing across the Country. 
Out of a total UGX 8,030,992,282 expected to have be recovered by 
the end of December, 2018, UGX 5,425,626,326 has been recovered. 
This amount represents 67.6% of the total amount due to date. One 
hundred ninety one (191) groups have to date fully paid up (100% 
Repayment).

BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAMME
The immediate benefi ts arising out of UWEP include the following:

(i) Women Empowerment
 Women have been able to access credit to establish their 

businesses at zero interest. In addition, the Programme has 
provided an opportunity to Women to start and grow their 
enterprises and provide self-employment opportunities. Women 
have been able to receive training to improve their business 
and how to manage them better. The Programme has provided 
a platform to inspire and support women business ideas. The 
group approach has given Women an opportunity to improve 
knowledge and skill through mentoring each other. The greater 
involvement of the Women in mobilization, sensitization, 
prioritization and planning for their needs, implementation and 
monitoring and evaluation of Programme activities has created 
a sense of empowerment and confi dence to take charge of their 
destiny.  The skills provided through the basic training in fi nancial 
management, entrepreneurship, business development, group 
dynamics and life skills, further strengthen the empowerment of 
the Women involved in the Programme. 

(ii) Women Economic Engagement
 103,770 Women in 8,247 projects are engaged in self-employment 

through vocational trades and income generating activities 
fi nanced under UWEP.

(iii) Financial Inclusion
 All the Women supported under the Programme, receive the 

funds through the Commercial Banks. A number of these Women 
groups had never had any dealings with the Banks before, but are 

now holding savings accounts in the Commercial Banks. This is a 
great achievement in the promotion of fi nancial inclusion among 
the vulnerable Women.

(iv) Reduction of the Dependency Syndrome
 The revolving funds approach is making a signifi cant impact in 

the mind-set of the Women by inculcating positive values of hard 
work for a living, as opposed to the non-sustainable quest for free 
things (hand-outs). The reports received from the groups indicate 
that Women have been able to contribute to the management of 
their homes and contribute to school fees of their children and 
improve the quality of life in the home.

Rwentobo Women group in Mbarara

UWEP
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SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

1  ABIM DISTRICT 
LG 

               21            277         217,779,585 

2  ADJUMANI 
DISTRICT LG 

               56            798         396,674,079 

3  AGAGO 
DISTRICT LG 

               40            580         277,531,300 

4  ALEBTONG 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            730         387,914,000 

5  AMOLATAR 
DISTRICT LG 

               42            573         274,849,500 

6  AMUDAT 
DISTRICT LG 

               55            730         410,918,500 

7  AMURIA 
DISTRICT LG 

               19            266            82,225,000 

8  AMURU 
DISTRICT LG 

               36            510         243,469,000 

9 APAC DISTRICT 
LG 

20 256 123,580,800 

10 APAC 
MUNICIPALITY 

               25 324 170,237,039 

11 ARUA DISTRICT 
LG 

            129        1,752         735,083,336 

12 ARUA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               11 145            92,840,000 

13 BUDAKA 
DISTRICT LG 

               82        1,123         307,819,094 

14 BUDUDA 
DISTRICT LG 

               40            473         253,308,000 

15 BUGIRI 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            629         201,132,300 

16 BUGIRI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               30            316         161,769,000 

17 BUGWERI 
DISTRICT LG 

               14            157            99,490,000 

18 BUHWEJU 
DISTRICT LG 

               57            681         181,725,500 

19 BUIKWE 
DISTRICT LG 

               56            607         332,734,000 

20 BUKEDEA 
DISTRICT LG 

               52            675         321,803,528 

21 BUKOMANSIMBI 
DISTRICT LG 

               34            366         200,745,000 

22 BUKWO 
DISTRICT LG 

               54            581         208,625,000 

23 BULAMBULI 
DISTRICT LG 

               42            552         236,979,900 

24 BULIISA 
DISTRICT LG 

               42            488         292,607,000 

25 BUNDIBUGYO 
DISTRICT LG 

               49            694         243,190,000 

26 BUNYANGABU 
DISTRICT LG 

               41            553         207,544,148 

27 BUSHENYI  
DISTRICT LG 

               57            630         299,171,384 

28 BUSHENYI 
ISHAKA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               15            155            79,850,000 

SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

29 BUSIA DISTRICT 
LG 

               62            763         293,939,200 

30 BUSIA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               16            192         123,368,500 

31 BUTALEJJA 
DISTRICT LG 

               82        1,080         312,307,981 

32 BUTAMBALA 
DISTRICT LG 

               19            210         117,389,000 

33 BUTEBO 
DISTRICT LG 

               24            295         172,831,983 

34 BUVUMA 
DISTRICT LG 

               33            397         140,524,876 

35 BUYENDE 
DISTRICT LG 

               88        1,094         406,342,800 

36 DOKOLO 
DISTRICT LG 

               52            643         349,845,552 

37 ENTEBBE 
MUNICIPALITY 

               38            433         180,897,000 

38 FORT PORTAL 
MUNICIPALITY 

               14            162            76,056,000 

39  GOMBA 
DISTRICT LG 

               40            539         224,123,000 

40  GULU DISTRICT 
LG 

               51            675         331,887,500 

41  GULU 
MUNICIPALITY 

               25            349         172,241,000 

42  HOIMA 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            594         372,690,800 

43  HOIMA 
MUNICIPALITY 

                 9            102            57,971,825 

44  IBANDA 
DISTRICT LG 

               53            652         308,317,976 

45  IBANDA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               45            574         217,478,270 

46  IGANGA 
DISTRICT LG 

               36            462         289,702,000 

47  IGANGA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               20            222         103,619,547 

48  ISINGIRO 
DISTRICT LG 

               88        1,138         490,108,000 

49  JINJA DISTRICT 
LG 

               59            669         273,709,000 

50  JINJA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               18            214         125,120,800 

51  KAABONG 
DISTRICT LG 

               55            740         354,229,000 

52  KABALE 
DISTRICT LG 

               82        1,038         366,099,142 

53  KABALE 
MUNICIPALITY 

               13            143            94,188,024 

54  KABAROLE 
DISTRICT LG 

               61            772         362,824,007 

55  KABERAMAIDO 
DISTRICT LG 

               33            437         152,511,056 

56  KAGADI 
DISTRICT LG 

               91        1,149         468,345,396 

57  KAKUMIRO 
DISTRICT LG 

               48            569         219,224,702 

SUMMARY OF PROJECT DISBURSEMENTS BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AS AT 31ST  DECEMBER, 2018

UWEP
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SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

58  KALANGALA 
DISTRICT LG 

               26            330         125,939,300 

59  KALIRO 
DISTRICT LG 

               47            536         365,926,000 

60  KALUNGU 
DISTRICT LG 

               34            408         221,400,000 

61  KAMPALA 
CITY COUNCIL 
AUTHORITY 

            157        1,734      1,472,516,630 

62  KAMULI 
DISTRICT LG 

               59            685         387,228,000 

63  KAMULI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               32            334         202,009,000 

64  KAMWENGE 
DISTRICT LG 

            100        1,205         662,725,200 

65  KANUNGU 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            596         309,939,500 

66  KAPCHORWA 
DISTRICT LG 

               37            420         188,085,309 

67  KAPCHORWA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               28            343         150,011,450 

68  KAPELEBYONG 
DISTRICT LG 

                 8            111            34,959,000 

69  KASESE 
DISTRICT LG 

            146        1,874         666,967,700 

70  KASESE 
MUNICIPALITY 

               36            485         132,430,000 

71  KASSANDA 
DISTRICT LG 

               33            376         147,167,000 

72  KATAKWI 
DISTRICT LG 

               83            979         532,370,200 

73  KAYUNGA 
DISTRICT LG 

            123        1,509         529,553,118 

74  KIBAALE 
DISTRICT LG 

               19            241         111,470,011 

75  KIBOGA 
DISTRICT LG 

               54            609         243,577,592 

76  KIBUKU 
DISTRICT LG 

               42            591         313,085,781 

77  KIKUUBE 
DISTRICT LG 

               24            285         127,737,500 

78  KIRA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               41            487         325,209,000 

79  KIRUHURA 
DISTRICT LG 

               69            842         474,363,000 

80  KIRYANDONGO 
DISTRICT LG 

               54            685         321,679,500 

81  KISORO 
DISTRICT LG 

               97        1,301         438,489,000 

82  KISORO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               39            471         189,612,000 

83  KITGUM 
DISTRICT LG 

               73        1,036         439,267,500 

84  KITGUM 
MUNICIPALITY 

               27            395         113,848,905 

85  KOBOKO 
DISTRICT LG 

            125        1,783         384,442,500 

SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

86  KOBOKO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               40            480         280,558,004 

87  KOLE DISTRICT 
LG 

               71        1,000         475,231,493 

88  KOTIDO 
DISTRICT LG 

               85        1,191         395,456,215 

89  KOTIDO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               54            652         263,683,237 

90  KUMI DISTRICT 
LG 

               72            857         294,817,000 

91  KUMI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               25            261         134,512,500 

92  KWANIA 
DISTRICT LG 

               30            420         211,579,000 

93  KWEEN 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            579         160,248,057 

94  KYANKWANZI 
DISTRICT LG 

               34            438         300,508,550 

95  KYEGEGWA 
DISTRICT LG 

               38            482         292,460,000 

96  KYENJOJO 
DISTRICT LG 

               81            997         411,497,500 

97  KYOTERA 
DISTRICT LG 

               45            556         272,279,000 

98  LAMWO 
DISTRICT LG 

            104        1,485         413,737,500 

99  LIRA DISTRICT 
LG 

               53            718         237,500,000 

100  LIRA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               35            437         206,810,000 

101  LUGAZI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               13            162            66,926,476 

102  LUUKA 
DISTRICT LG 

               71            847         294,266,000 

103  LUWERO 
DISTRICT LG 

               38            502         207,884,343 

104  LWENGO 
DISTRICT LG 

               43            555         283,243,986 

105  LYANTONDE 
DISTRICT LG 

               61            677         319,629,000 

106  MAKINDYE 
SSABAGABO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               49            598         322,803,214 

107  MANAFWA 
DISTRICT LG 

               48            600         284,682,000 

108  MARACHA 
DISTRICT LG 

               41            544         205,765,100 

109  MASAKA 
DISTRICT LG 

               45            545         311,272,029 

110  MASAKA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               40            469         153,025,000 

111  MASINDI 
DISTRICT LG 

               36            480         245,643,000 

112  MASINDI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               18            210         137,776,957 

113  MAYUGE 
DISTRICT LG 

               53            673         263,658,500 

SUMMARY OF PROJECT DISBURSEMENTS BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AS AT 31ST  DECEMBER, 2018

UWEP
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SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

114  MBALE 
DISTRICT LG 

               45            558         367,449,400 

115  MBALE 
MUNICIPALITY 

               26            296         167,711,800 

116  MBARARA 
DISTRICT LG 

               85        1,030         552,213,925 

117  MBARARA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               16            178            94,697,000 

118  MITOMA 
DISTRICT LG 

               47            562         195,206,512 

119  MITYANA 
DISTRICT LG 

               17            193         162,188,628 

120  MITYANA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               19            197         117,267,400 

121  MOROTO 
DISTRICT LG 

               52            741         375,677,000 

122  MOROTO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               10            110            76,789,000 

123  MOYO DISTRICT 
LG 

               40            533         330,498,586 

124  MPIGI DISTRICT 
LG 

               21            254         209,505,000 

125  MUBENDE 
DISTRICT LG 

            102        1,250         542,425,000 

126  MUBENDE 
MUNICIPALITY 

               21            263         148,455,000 

127  MUKONO 
DISTRICT LG 

               60            735         419,463,000 

128  MUKONO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               16            194         157,915,000 

129  NABILATUK 
DISTRICT LG 

                 8            107            44,664,000 

130  NAKAPIRIPIRIT 
DISTRICT LG 

               49            590         269,644,000 

131  NAKASEKE 
DISTRICT LG 

               51            690         305,861,700 

132  NAKASONGOLA 
DISTRICT LG 

               51            633         268,395,100 

133  NAMAYINGO 
DISTRICT LG 

               50            634         291,670,200 

134  NAMISINDWA 
DLG 

               25            311         154,655,000 

135  NAMUTUMBA 
DISTRICT LG 

               60            721         278,525,500 

136  NANSANA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               83            894         414,722,215 

137  NAPAK 
DISTRICT LG 

               69            973         367,149,000 

138  NEBBI DISTRICT 
LG 

               83        1,197         437,319,941 

139  NEBBI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               33            394         187,692,500 

140  NGORA 
DISTRICT LG 

               38            467         262,852,000 

141  NJERU 
MUNICIPALITY 

               25            270         149,461,000 

142  NTOROKO 
DISTRICT LG 

               24            287         173,675,000 

SN  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

 NUMBER OF 
PROJECTS 

 NUMBER 
OF WOMEN 
BENEFICIARIES 

 CUMMULATIVE 
AMOUNT 
OF FUNDS 
DISBURSED 

143  NTUNGAMO 
DISTRICT LG 

            118        1,369         556,233,000 

144  NTUNGAMO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               16            171            79,800,000 

145  NWOYA 
DISTRICT LG 

               36            491         203,589,000 

146  OMORO 
DISTRICT LG 

               31            450         203,502,000 

147  OTUKE 
DISTRICT LG 

               57            776         418,139,600 

148  OYAM DISTRICT 
LG 

            101        1,387         450,810,000 

149  PADER 
DISTRICT LG 

               67            938         421,460,600 

150  PAKWACH 
DISTRICT LG 

               53            725         359,680,000 

151  PALLISA 
DISTRICT LG 

               64            749         404,553,375 

152  RAKAI DISTRICT 
LG 

               65            792         382,531,000 

153  RUBANDA 
DISTRICT LG 

               86        1,036         273,712,720 

154  RUBIRIZI 
DISTRICT LG 

               38            477         147,229,241 

155  RUKIGA 
DISTRICT LG 

               33            434         142,441,953 

156  RUKUNGIRI 
DISTRICT LG 

               49            614         359,576,000 

157  RUKUNGIRI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               12            148            65,248,000 

158  SEMBABULE 
DISTRICT LG 

               78            943         370,170,000 

159  SERERE 
DISTRICT LG 

               62            773         350,212,000 

160  SHEEMA 
DISTRICT LG 

               55            660         184,706,800 

161  SHEEMA 
MUNICIPALITY 

               31            363         114,686,400 

162  SIRONKO 
DISTRICT LG 

               43            505         290,612,000 

163  SOROTI 
DISTRICT LG 

               65            880         353,974,600 

164  SOROTI 
MUNICIPALITY 

               22            271         117,002,500 

165  TORORO 
DISTRICT LG 

               72            876         506,255,500 

166  TORORO 
MUNICIPALITY 

               18            210         125,279,000 

167  WAKISO 
DISTRICT LG 

               75            894         533,855,100 

168  YUMBE 
DISTRICT LG 

               55            774         405,094,500 

169  ZOMBO 
DISTRICT LG 

               59            808         344,693,000 

   Grand Total          8,247    103,770   46,947,750,583 

SUMMARY OF PROJECT DISBURSEMENTS BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AS AT 31ST  DECEMBER, 2018
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